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Welcome to 2020-21
The beginning of each school year brings
with it a tremendous amount of
excitement and enthusiasm and this year
will be no exception. However, I also
recognize that this year is also bringing
with it a certain amount of anxiety and
nervousness. Given all the uncertainty
that COVID-19 has provided, our district
is offering this framework of the
Learning Models that we will be using
throughout the year.
It is our commitment that regardless of
the Learning Model our school year
starts or ends with, it is our goal to
implement each model of learning to the
very best of our ability. You will see that
each Learning Model is designed with
student and staff safety as a top priority.
Though the 2020-21 school year will
undoubtedly be filled with challenges
and uncertainty, Sauk Centre Schools is
committed to providing all our students
with a challenging, yet rewarding
educational experience.

PATRICK J. WESTBY
SUPERINTENDENT

DETERMINING THE
LEARNING MODELS

It is important to remember that throughout the year,
learning models can quickly change based on the
spread of COVID-19 in our district.

Distance
Learning

When determining the learning model our District will
be implementing, we will work with Stearns County
Increasing
Public Health, along with our local public health
partners to determine the best model for the safety of viral activity
our students and staff.

Hybrid
In-Person

Increasing public school preparedness and
capacity to implement mitigation strategies

Learning Model Parameters
Number of cases per 10,000
over 14 days, by county

GRADE LEVELS
3rd - 4th

5th-12th

PreK

K - 2nd

0-Less than 10

In-person

In-person

In-person

In-person

10-Less than 20

In-person

In-person

In-person

Hybrid

20-Less than 30

No Services

In-person

Hybrid

Hybrid

30-Less than 50

No Services

In-person

Hybrid

Distance
Learning

50 +

No Services

Distance
Learning

Distance
Learning

Distance
Learning

(Rate (over 14 days) by county residence) These data are the number of cases by county of residence in
Minnesota over 14 days per 10,000 people by date of specimen collection (when a person was tested).
Total number of cases for the
last 14 days

County population
10,000

=

14-day county case level rate
per 10,000

LEARNING SCENARIOS
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

Band 1: In-Person Learning
All students, PreK-12, attend in person with normal hours and classroom settings.
Students and families may opt to choose distance learning but will be asked to
commit for the full quarter.
Face coverings (mask or shield) are required.

Band 2: PreK-4 In-Person, 5-12 Hybrid

Students in PreK-4 will attend in person with normal hours and classroom settings.
Students in 5-12 will be hybrid learning and will be divided into "S" and "C" groups
and will attend according to the following schedule:
"S" group will attend in person on Mondays and Thursdays and will distance learn
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
"C" group students will attend in person on Tuesdays and Fridays and distance
learn on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
Wednesdays will be Distance Learning for all students in grades 5-12.
When distance learning, all students will follow their regular daily schedule.
Face coverings (mask or shield) are required when attending In-Person.

Band 3: K-2 In-Person, 3-12 Hybrid

Students in PreK will not have services and will not attend school.
K-2 students will attend in person with normal hours. Social distancing guidelines will
apply.
Students in grades 3-12 will be hybrid learning and will be divided into "S" and "C"
groups and will attend according to the following schedule:
"S" group will attend in person on Mondays and Thursdays and distance learn on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
"C" group students will attend in person on Tuesdays and Fridays and distance
learn on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
Wednesdays will be Distance Learning for all students in grades 3-12.
When distance learning, all students will follow their regular daily schedule.
Face coverings (mask or shield) are required when attending In-Person.

LEARNING SCENARIOS
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

Band 4: K-2 In-Person, 3-4 Hybrid, 5-12 Distance
Students in PreK will not have services and will not attend school.
K-2 students will attend in person with normal hours. Social distancing guidelines
will apply.
Students in grades 3-4 will be hybrid learning and will be divided into "S" and "C"
groups and will attend according to the following schedule:
"S" group will attend in person on Mondays and Thursdays and distance learn
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
"C" group students will attend in person on Tuesdays and Fridays and distance
learn on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
Wednesdays will be Distance Learning for all students in grades 3-4.
Students in Grade 5-12 will be in full Distance Learning and will not attend InPerson at all.
When distance learning, all students will follow their regular daily schedule.
Face coverings (mask or shield) are required when attending In-Person.

Band 5: Distance Learning
No services for PreK students.
K-12 will be Distance Learning.
All academic work is completed at home.
Instruction will be taught by Sauk Centre teachers with students following their
regular daily schedule.
Elementary attendance will be taken daily. Middle School and Secondary School
attendance will be taken each class period.
Parents should help students create a "learning environment" free of distractions to
promote home learning.

FACE COVERINGS

The use of face coverings will be required
by all persons in Sauk Centre Public School
buildings and on buses unless a certified
medical exemption is provided to the
district. PreK students will not be required
to wear a face covering.
Cloth face coverings may prevent the
person wearing the mask from spreading
respiratory droplets when breathing,
talking, sneezing or coughing.
Face coverings may be removed at meal
times, during physical activities, or while
outdoors when social distancing can be
practiced.
Each student and teacher will receive 1 cloth face mask which will be
distributed by the district.
Students and staff may choose to supply their own face covering.
All face coverings must adhere to school district dress code policy.
Face coverings should comply with the Minnesota Department of
Health guidelines, covering the nose and mouth and fitting snugly
against the sides of the face.
Cloth face coverings should be washed frequently, and disposable
coverings should be used only once.
Should a student forget a mask, a disposable mask will be provided that day.
All visitors are required to wear a mask once they enter the building.
Disposable masks are available at the front entrance.

REPORTING SYMPTOMS
AND EXPOSURE
Parents will be responsible for reporting daily to the school the presence of any
symptoms in students, or possible COVID-19 exposure. Quarantine requirements as
outlined by the Minnesota Department of Health must be followed.
School district will be using the Frontline App, through PowerSchool, which will
allow parents to conduct a daily screening online.
Elementary students will have their temperatures taken each day in their
homeroom and may also be retaken throughout the day. Secondary students will
have their temperatures scanned daily as they enter the building and will complete
a Covid screener in their Advisory period.
Students will be asked if they are experiencing any symptoms at the start of each
school day and will be reminded of what symptoms to report to an adult at school if
they begin to feel ill.
Any student or staff member who experiences symptoms of COVID-19 will be sent
home and must comply with quarantine requirements as outlined by the
Minnesota Department of Health and Sauk Centre Public Schools policy guidelines.
.

COVID-19 Symptoms Include:

Fever of 100.4 F or greater or chills
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Muscle or body aches
New loss of taste or smell
Congestion or runny nose

Cough
Fatigue
Headache
Sore throat
Diarrhea
Nausea or vomiting

Minor complaints and simple injuries will be addressed in the classroom to reduce
possible transmission of COVID-19.
Additional information regarding reporting and quarantine requirements will be
provided once finalized in coordination with the state and local health
departments.

For Health Related/Covid-19 Questions:

School Nurse: Sheril Denny
320-352-2258 x4004
sheril.denny@isd743.org

TRANSPORTATION

All students and drivers will wear a mask/shield while in school vehicles.
Students will load buses from back to front using every other seat with special
seating considerations allowed for younger students.
Students are only allowed to share a seat if they are from the same household.
Because of Minnesota Department of Education and Minnesota Department of
Health guidelines, bus capacities will be limited. Families are encouraged to
transport their own children to and from school regardless of the Band the school is
using.
Because of masking requirements, eating and drinking on the bus is strongly
discouraged.

For Transportation Questions:

Jon Fevig
320-351-5802
jon.fevig@isd743.org

VISITORS
Only students and staff will be present inside school buildings.
Visitors will be limited to only accessing the main entrance / office areas.
Face coverings are required of all people entering Sauk Centre Schools. All
people entering the building will be required to verify they are free of COVID-19
symptoms.
Electronic communication, phone, e-mail, video conferencing etc. is strongly
encouraged to limit the number of individuals inside the school building.

BUILDING AND
CLASSROOM USE
Hallways will be divided to keep traffic on one side or the other.
Locker visits will be restricted to mornings and lunchtime.
All non-essential furniture is being removed from classrooms to allow
for greater social distancing. Students will have assigned seats, facing
the same direction when possible.
We encourage students to bring their own labeled water bottle as
drinking fountains will only be used to refill a water bottle or cup.

CLEANING AND SANITIZING

Cleaning and sanitization will follow CDC guidelines, including
frequent cleaning of high touch points. Thorough cleaning will occur
each evening.
EPA approved disinfecting products will be used to disinfect hard
surfaces throughout the day and after school.
Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms and in common areas
of the buildings.
Sauk Centre Schools will be reinforcing frequent hand washing by
students and staff.
Reminders for proper hand washing, social distancing and the use of
face coverings will be posted throughout the school.

SECONDARY AND MIDDLE
SCHOOL SCHEDULES
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR
*Students will follow these schedules every day regardless of the band we are in.*

Grade 5

Grade 6

Homeroom..............................................................8:00-8:15
Block A......................................................................8:20-8:55
Block B.......................................................................8:55-9:30
Perod 1.....................................................................9:40-10:40
Period 2A..............................................................10:45-11:20
Lunch......................................................................11:20-11:50
Period 2B................................................................11:50-12:15
Period 3....................................................................12:20-1:20
Period 4.......................................................................1:25-2:25
Homeroom/StudyHall/Choir..........................2:30-3:00

Homeroom...............................................................8:15-8:30
Period 1.....................................................................8:35-9:35
Period 2...................................................................9:40-10:40
Block A....................................................................10:45-11:20
Lunch.......................................................................11:20-11:50
Block B....................................................................11:50-12:25
Period 3....................................................................12:30-1:35
Period 4......................................................................1:40-2:45
Homeroom/StudyHall/Choir..........................2:45-3:00

Grade 7-8

Grade 9-12

Advisory....................................................................8:15-8:30
Period 1.....................................................................8:30-9:35
Period 2...................................................................9:40-10:45
Perod 3..................................................................10:50-12:00
Period 4A...............................................................12:05-12:30
Lunch........................................................................12:30-1:00
Period 4B....................................................................1:00-1:45
Period 5......................................................................1:50-3:00

Advisory....................................................................8:15-8:30
Period 1.....................................................................8:30-9:35
Period 2...................................................................9:40-10:45
Perod 3A - Class.................................................10:50-12:00
Lunch.....................................................12:00-12:30
Period 3B - Lunch...............................................10:45-11:15
Class.........................................................11:15-12:25
Period 4b...................................................................12:35-1:45
Period 5......................................................................1:50-3:00

CO-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

MSHSL Guidance
Sauk Centre Schools will rely on and implement guidance from the
Minnesota State High School League to safely hold athletic practices,
competitions, events and student activities when allowed.

When In Person or Hybrid...
All athletic practices, competitions, events and student activities can take place.

When in Distance Learning...
No athletic practices, competitions, events or student activities can take place.
Coaches and advisors are allowed to communicate with their participants virtually.

Currently:
No spectators are allowed at any indoor events.
A limited number of spectators are allowed at outdoor events while practicing social
distancing.

STUDENT SUPPORT &
ENGAGEMENT
Families can expect that the Learning Model that Sauk Centre Public Schools will be in will be
dependent on the health situation in our county. It is our hope that through Learning Model
transitions, that the students and families maintain a high level of support. Clear communication
along with thoughtful and organized planning from the school and families will make these
transitions smoother.
Regardless of the Learning Model, our focus will continue to be revolved around the following
core areas:
Transitional Supports
Sauk Centre staff will focus on transitions that occur daily and throughout the school year.
Welcoming practices, on-going support and proactive transition support for students,
family and staff. All practices increase a sense of belonging and teacher-student
relationships.

Community Partnership
Focus on recruiting and collaborating with a wide range of community and county
resources. Special attention is given to:
Establishing mechanisms for outreach and collaboration.
Weaving together school and community / county resources as one.

Specialized Services for Students and Families
Focus on ensuring the needs of every student and family are met.
Referral to services
Provide support as soon as a need is recognized
Monitor and manage the support
Evaluate the outcomes

Crisis Prevention and Response
Sauk Centre staff will focus on identifying what can be prevented and taking effective
action, establishing best practices for school-wide prevention strategies, and developing
and implementing a well-designed system for crisis response and follow up.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Programming and Services
Special Education and related services are based on individual student needs as
determined by the individual education program (IEP) team and as documented in the
student's IEP or 504 plan.

Environments
Access to educational services will be reconfigured to meet physical distancing guidance
while meeting the needs of individual students.

Case Loads
Staff or schedules may be redesigned to provide access to individualized learning to meet
IEP and 504 plans.

Communication
Ongoing and systematic communication from school to staff and families will remain a
high priority throughout the three scenarios.

Changes and modifications may need to be made to this
plan as situations, experiences, and challenges arise. We
thank you for your continued trust and support as we
navigate these interesting times. Throughout history and
into the future, Sauk Centre Public Schools has and will
continue to put children and families first.

